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going into politics." In the same way that Joseph
Chamberlain had received his invitation to stand
for the Birmingham Council while on holiday in
Devonshire with Neville Chamberlain's mother, and
had been urged by her to accept, Mr. Chamberlain
was urged by his wife to reconsider his decision as
to politics and to enter into the political life of the
city. That she quickly took her place by his side in
his public activity is evidenced by a letter written
by Austen Chamberlain to his father in 1911 in which
he described a meeting of the Unionist Association at
the Birmingham Town Hall: " It would have rejoiced
you to see and hear the warm welcome given to
Neville and Annie at the Town Hall and to feel, as
we all felt, how strong were the ties between the
Meeting and the family."

As soon as Mr. Chamberlain was returned to the
City Council he began to display his natural interest
in two subjects which were not considered to be of
paramount importance by the pre-War business
community and which he, as much as any man, was
destined to invest with their true significance. These
two subjects were Health and Housing. His interest
was speedily recognized by his election as Chairman
of the Town-Planning Committee. The principle of
town planning had not then secured that full measure
of adoption which has since fallen to it. The law
of that time restricted Town-Planning Schemes to
areas as yet unbuilt, and therefore operations had
in the main to be confined to the outskirts of Birming-
ham. Nevertheless his Committee marked out
Birmingham into sections for Town-Planning pur-
poses, and gave the City a flying start in this respect,
with the result that Birmingham obtained official
blessing for the first two schemes sanctioned in the
country for town planning in built-up areas. In the
sphere of public health Birmingham was at that time